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Coronavirus (COVID-19) Rapid Response Fund 
for Local Nonprofits and Agencies  

Grant Program Guidelines 
 

The North Valley Community Foundation (NVCF) has established the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
Rapid Response Fund for Local Nonprofits and Agencies Grant Program to help local nonprofit 
organizations and government agencies on the front lines prepare, rapidly respond to and 
deploy resources for coronavirus response in Butte, Glenn, Tehama and Colusa counties. 
 

See below for more on our specific guidelines, criteria, and process – and please note that we 
will continue to update the program focus and selection criteria as new gaps, issues and 
opportunities emerge. 

 

PROGRAM FOCUS  

This program is designed to assist 501(c)(3) organizations and government agencies to help 
prepare and deploy resources in Butte, Glenn, Tehama and Colusa counties. Particular attention 
will be focused on senior citizens, children, low-income residents and people experiencing 
homelessness. 
 

ELIGIBILITY 

1. Tax Status: Be qualified as a tax-exempt public charity under Section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code, be fiscally sponsored by a 501(c)(3), or be classified as a unit of 
local government (including public schools). Qualified entities include churches that 
serve congregations of at least 100 people and that propose projects or programs that 
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are not denomination specific and meet the specific criteria. Other organizations may 
also propose projects that meet the specific criteria but may be required to partner with 
a 501(c)(3) entity. 

2. Non-Discrimination: Organizations must offer programs and services without 
discrimination based on age, race, national origin, ethnicity, gender, physical ability, 
sexual orientation, political affiliation or religious belief. 

3. Geography: Programs and projects must clearly benefit residents of Butte, Glenn, 
Tehama and/or Colusa counties. 

4. Use of Funds: Our funds are deployed strategically where other sources of funding are 
not available. As much as possible, we leverage our grants by first tapping into federal 
and state aid programs. The project must not supplant public funding or fill gaps that 
the government has committed to address.   

5. Focus: The Coronavirus Rapid Response Fund aims to help vulnerable members of our 
communities, including senior citizens, children, low-income residents, individuals 
experiencing homelessness and/or first responders. 

6. Restrictions:  The program will not consider grant requests for fundraising events, 
annual funds, endowment funds, reimbursement of expenses already incurred, political 
lobbying, individuals, or activities that are restricted to members of a particular faith 
community.  
 

SELECTION CRITERIA  

Projects and initiatives will be evaluated by the following selection criteria, and priority given to 
those that most strongly meet the following criteria: 

1. Vulnerable Populations: Programs that focus on food security and health care for 
senior citizens, children, low-income residents and people experiencing 
homelessness will be prioritized. 

2. Demonstrable Impact: The project’s approach (design, delivery and staffing) is 
tailored to meet the specific needs of the target population(s) and has a reasonable 
timeline for implementation. Projects that result in significant outputs and outcomes 
– either through addressing a broad range of the community need and/or resulting 
in an enduring positive impact for individuals and households – will be prioritized. 

3. Collaboration: Projects that partner with other organizations and stakeholders to 
maximize impact and minimize duplication are desired.  Organizations with strong 
track records of collaboration will be prioritized.  

4. Organizational Capacity: Applicants need to demonstrate their capacity to 
implement the proposed project in terms of leadership, staffing expertise and 
financial health.  

5. Leverage & Sustainability: Projects will ideally be supported by a diversity of funding 
sources and/or have the capacity to leverage additional sources. Programs that are 
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financially feasible with a realistic and viable strategy for sustainability through other 
ongoing sources will be prioritized. 

 

GRANT FUNDING AMOUNTS 

In general, grant awards will be up to $15,000. Please contact David Little at dlittle@nvcf.org if 
your request exceeds $15,000. 

 

ALLOWABLE EXPENDITURES 

Proposed grant budgets may include project staff and consultants and other programmatic 
expenses needed to plan and implement the programs and provide the proposed services. 
Grant budgets may also include the costs associated with outreach, intake and evaluation. 
Administrative costs of up to 10% of the grant amount will be considered.   

 

GRANT REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL AWARDED GRANTEES 

1. Grant Agreement: Upon approval of your application, you will receive a formal, legally 
binding grant agreement, which will require your signature. This will include the final 
approved application (including the timeline for outcomes), grant budget, the reporting 
schedule and other legal assurances.  

2. Monitoring and Evaluation: NVCF requires grantees to submit reports on project 
progress and financial expenditures. Please note that timely grant reports will assist the 
program in fulfilling its stewardship responsibility to our donors and the community.  

3. Grant Payments: The grant will be paid upon execution of the grant agreement. A check 
will be mailed to the address on the application within a week of the execution of the 
grant agreement (unless other arrangements are made.) 

4. Public Acknowledgment of Grant: Must be coordinated with the NVCF and consistent 
with the guidelines provided in the grant agreement. Contact David Little, Executive Vice 
President of Communications, at dlittle@nvcf.org with questions. 
 

GRANT PROPOSAL APPLICATION PROCESS AND REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION 

Eligible applicants will be asked to provide a program/project budget, a certificate of liability 
insurance, as well as specific, measurable outcomes the proposal seeks to address. 

Applicants may apply by going to www.nvcf.org/coronavirus-covid-19-rapid-response. 
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CONTACT 

If you have questions regarding the grant application process or the guidelines, contact Logan 
Todd, Vice President of Grant Programs and Client Services, at ltodd@nvcf.org. 


